
THS 9th Grade Exploration (“Wheel”) Course FAQs
1. Why are we doing the Wheel?

The Tigard-Tualatin School District takes pride in ensuring that all students have equitable opportunities to enter into any

career field they choose. The intent of these career exploration courses is to provide students with a variety of

meaningful experiences to ignite passions and inspire further aspiration.

2. How are the courses in the Wheel designed?

Classes are hands-on and use experiential learning through the completion of community-centered projects. These

classes are paired with popular CTE and elective pathways at Tigard that will help students make well-informed decisions

about how to forecast for sophomore year and beyond.

3. What courses are included in the Wheel?

For 2022-2023, there are eight total wheel course offerings. They are as follows, but subject to change slightly:

Design & Build - Swindle

Tied to the Construction Pathway, in this course students will learn introductory level skills in the area of building and

construction.  Students will learn to safely use tools, research, design, and construct a simple structure, and work in a

collaborative atmosphere to solve problems.

Creative Music Project - Hawthorne

Tied to the Music programs at THS, in these courses Students will explore the foundations of popular music and their

influence on culture and our own self-expression.

Auto Upkeep - MacDonald

Tied to the Automotive Technology Pathway, this course will teach Basic Car Care and Maintenance to provide individuals

with the knowledge to make economical decisions.

Leadership (Title TBD) - Abell

This course is being developed at this time but will bring social justice, race, and leadership skills to the forefront to

encourage students to become leaders and advocates.

Computer Science (Title TBD) - Bayha

Tied to the Computer Science & IT programs, this course will explore the trifecta of computer science and technology by

using Python, creating a website, and tearing apart and rebuilding a chromebook

Digital Storytelling - Lafferty & Currier

Tied to the Digital Arts Pathway, this course will explore digital design, photography, and journalism to push students into

the school community to complete an in-depth design and photography project around a subject.

Theater (Title TBD) - Scoles

Tied to the Theatre Arts sequence, students will learn how to build their confidence, take risks, and engage in fun

activities to build trust and empathy as we work to develop a collaborative community of actors and technicians.

Engineering for All - Woodward

Tied to the Engineering sequence, students will use professional 3D software, use 3D printers, learn how to build

electrical circuits, and write C++ and Python code



4. Can students opt out of a specific Wheel course?

No. The wheel is designed for all students to have the opportunity to explore courses, including in topics that may be

new to them. We do not have the ability in the schedule to let students opt out of one class for one quarter as all

freshman need to be full-time students.

5. Can students opt out of the Wheel?

In certain circumstances, Yes, but this will be on a case-by-case basis. If students need more than three elective spots,

the wheel can be flexed out of the schedule. Priority will be given for students who are in a world language sequence

entering high school (i.e. a freshman in Spanish 2), instrumental music, or enrolled in multiple support courses.

Please note that students also now have the ability to flex PE and Health to their sophomore year to allow for the Wheel

to better fit into their schedules, giving students up to three electives to play with, while taking the wheel.

6. Can students opt out of the Wheel entirely?

No. Again, the Wheel is designed to allow students the opportunity to explore. Currently, the district is asking that 100%

of THS freshman will take the Wheel (one period). The Wheel is not an elective experience, but a part of the core

experience for all TTSD students. Students cannot self-select into or out of different Wheel experience courses.

7. What does this mean for student schedules?

Students will have one period of their schedule utilized through the Wheel. This still leaves three periods for students to

have elective courses.
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*Note that under the Wheel, Health and PE can now be flexed to 10th Grade as needed.

8. How will students be graded?

All Wheel courses are graded with letter grades at the end of the 9-week grading period. Each Wheel course is worth

0.25 credits and is transcripted quarterly. Wheel courses are NOT designated as Pass/No Pass, and are treated just as any

other THS core course.

9. Will students travel with their wheel all year?

No. Students will be randomly assigned to Wheel courses and each course should have a different mix of students. While

it is possible that some selected students may have the Wheel happening at the same time, they may not necessarily

always have Wheel classes with the same group of 30 students.

The Wheel is a great opportunity to get to meet and work with a wide variety of other THS students.

10. What classes will be grouped together?

Wheel classes are paired to include an art and a science. There is no sequence to how the Wheel works and it may be a

unique experience for each student.


